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her anxiety when a robin came and strutted on
the nursery window-sill; she thought that she
would be sure to die before the day was out/'

"But it's nonsense."

He shook his head.

"I don't think it is as much nonsense as all
that There is a great deal in these old super-
stitions, and I've read a lot about them/'

"Isn't that rather silly? I mean, the more you
read the more frightened you get, surely? It only
makes you know of so many more superstitions to
be frightened of/'

"That's true!" He sat there surveying her
gravely. "You've got an old head on young
shoulders, you know. Perhaps it was pandering
to it. Superstition brings you more sorrow than
joy, I am sure/'

" And it is so idiotic/* she said quite firmly.

Yet when they got out at Victoria, and he re-
membered too late that he had left his scarf and
gloves on the boat, he blamed it on the magpie.

** I knew something would happen/' he said,

"But that had happened before you saw the
magpie."

Then she laughed. She laughed gaily with the
easy happy-go-lucky joy of eighteen. And he,
listening to it, realised that with the aid of that
laughter he might cure himself of a habit that
had worried him all his life. She was quite right,
superstition was idiotic I